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Will this 
mean war? 


by JOHN SCANLON 


N Aug. 24 Britain was 
declared to be in a crisis 
once again. On that date 


Mr. Churchill was asking every- | 


one not to say a word which 
would aggravate the crisis. 

It is only seven years since Mr. 
Neville Chamberlain was asking Mr. 
Churchill and his supporters not to 
utter a word which would aggravate 
the crisis of that period. Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s warning went unheeded. 
War came and destroyed Britain’s 
economic system. 

But Britain’s problem now, and for 
years to come, is much bigger than 
the ending of Lease-Lend. It is the 
ending of the system under which we 
have lived for over 150 years. 

The crisis in Britain’s affairs did 
not begin when Lease-Lend came to 
an end. The mere fact that Lease- 
Lend had to be inaugurated was the 
announcement that the crisis for 
Britain had already arrived. In any 
case the end of Lease-Lend is the 
beginning of Bretton Woods. 

But in trying to examine why there 
is a crisis perhaps I had better ex- 
plain at the outset that I am_ not 
trying to be the heavy father. I am 
writing as much to clarify my own 
mind as to clarify the mind of anyone 
else. If by setting my own thoughts 
in order I help to arrange the 
thoughts of others there may be 
some gain. 

Trade war again 

For, reading the different news- 
papers, one can see all the elements 
for that trade war which inevitably 
leads to the shooting war. This time, 
however, the atomic bomb is in the 
foreground. 

The first conclusion we can safely 
reach is that if what our Liberal and 
Conservative politicians and econo- 
mists have told us in the past 150 
years is true, then in the picturesque 
phrase of Mr. Winston Churchill— 
“ Britain’s day is done.” That phrase, 
as it happens, was used when the USA 
began to build a Navy = against 
Britain in 1920-21. 

But what was “ Britain’s day?” 
As visualized by all the leading poli- 
ticians it was the maintenance of the 
eapitalist system. If I use Mr. 
Churchill’s name to illustrate that the 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 

HIS is Thanksgiving Week in the War 

Savings Campaign. Our own thank- 
offering appeal had already appeared in this 
corner of PN and has brought a good response. 
We thus preceded our War Savings authori- 
ties with the idea by a fortnight—perhaps we 
even presented it to them ! 
. When our own Trafalgar Square demon- 
stration took place last July the slogans of 
the War Savings Committee, which formed 
the background to the speakers’ platform at 
the foot of the column still called for more 
and more war effort—munitions and money 
to pay for them. Now we notice thankfully 
that these have been replaced by appeals to 
“*Save for Reconstruction”: all of us could 
“‘Join a Savings Group” for that. But Mr. 
Attlee, launching his Thanksgiving Week 


campaign, was primarily concerned to avoid 
inflation; his colleagues promised longer stock- 


ings and more houses, and, in spite of the 
slogans around the plinth, the throng in 
Trafalgar Square last Saturday were enter- 
tained with a display of planes, guns, a tank 
and a rocket—things which we thought had 
been out-moded by the atom-bomb. 

A mighty effort to ‘‘Save Europe Now” 
and to reconstruct the whole world—that is 
our campaign and in the last analysis the 
high ideal ond meaning of our Pledge; and 
of this appeal. 

MAUD ROWNTREE, 
CORDER CATCHPOOL, 
Joint Treasurers. 

Contributions to HQ Fund since Sept. 7: 
£24 1s. 5d. Year's total to date: £390 4s. 1d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“* Headquarters Fund.” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Thousands respond to appeal to 


“SAVE 


N instant and considerable response was 

evoked by the appeal by eight well-known 

public figures, given wide publicity in the 
Press last week, which drew attention to the 
desperate plight of the millions of Germans who 
are being driven foodless and shelterless from 
occupied areas of Germany and elsewhere in 
Eastern Europe, and invited a declaration from 
all those ready “to have their rations cut, if 
thereby alone men, women and children of what- 
ever nationality may be saved from intolerable 
suffering.” 

Within 48 hours of the general publication 
of the letter some ten thousand persens had 
written to express support. It is clear that the 
response to the appeal will be on a very large 
scale. 


Moral gesture 


The letter, signed by Dr. Sidney M. Berry, the Rev. 
Henry Carter, the Bishop of Chichester, Victor Gollancz, 
the Master of Balliol, Prof. Gilbert Murray, Eleanor 
Rathbone, MP,,and Earl Russell, was published in full 
or in part, or referred to, in the Manchester Guardian, 
News Chronicle and Daily Herald, as well as in numerous 
weeklies including Peace News, The New Statesman, 
The Spectator, The Friend, Cavalcade, and The Christian 


Bishops see Mr. Attlee 


DEPUTATION consisting which was part o fthe general 

of seven Anglican bishops economic problems besetting 
and two deans, a Roman Catho- Europe. was engaging the 
lic archbishop and two bishops, 2xious attention of the Govern- 
six representatives of the Free Ment. They were doing” their 
Churches and one of the Church utmost to overcome the difficul- 
of Scotland, saw Mr. Attlee und ties facing Europe in the 
Mr. Noel-Baker (Minister of coming winter, particularly in 
State) on Sept. 13. the sphere of coal, food and 

5 trensport. 

The deputation drew attention Mr. Attlee pointed out that 
to the deplorable condition of the particular problem of Ger- 
German refugees evacuated man refugees from Eastern 
from Poland and territories Europe was not one for which 
handed over to Polish admini- the Government was in any way 
stration, and from the Sudeten- responsible. The Government 
land. hoped that further expulsions 

In his reply the Prime Mini- would not take place for the 
ster stated that this matter, time being. 


Outlook for democracy 


EUROPE 
OW!” 


World. Those who shared the signatories’ concern in this 
matter were asked to send a postcard (not a letter) 
immediately to “Save Europe Now,” 144 Southampton 
Row, London, W.C.1, giving their name and address and 
saying that they.are willing for their rations to be cut. 

It is emphasized by the sponsors that their primary 
purpose is to encourage a strong moral gesture on the 
part of the British people—an expression of solidarity 
with the suffering peoples of Europe, including enemy 
peoples, who are in extreme need, with a view to influenc- 
ing Governmental policy and securing adequate Govern- 
ment action. 

But the sponsors attach great importance, too, 
to the idea of some tangible voluntary sacrifice on 
the part of those willing to make it, and if the giving 
up of some share of rations on an organized basis 
is proved to be impracticable, they will explore the 
possibility of an organized national scheme to send 
voluntary food and clothing parcels te areas in most 
extreme need during the autumn and winter. 

: A pamphlet for which no charge is made, reproduc- 
ing the joint letter and the text of the two dispatches 
from Berlin Press correspondents to which the letter 
refers, is available and copies are being sent to all who 
send postcards, with a request to them to secure wider 
support through their friends and in their localities. The 
sponsors are also distributing a pamphlet entitled “ The 
Human Needs of Europe” by the Rev. Henry Carter, 
CBE, which is based on a recent visit to France and 
Switzerland, and copies of this are to be had at 4d. each, 
post free. 


No time to lose 


In some quarters it has been suggested that sup- 
porters of the appeal might also draw up a petition form 
ona sheet of paper, writing the declaration of readiness 
for a cut in rations at the top and collecting names and 
addresses of supporters underneath it. The “Save 
Europe Now” organizers are not opposed to this, if it 
enables signatures to be collected from people who might 
not trouble to send a postcard. 

But they stress the importance of making quite sure 
that signatories are fully aware of the intention of the 
declaration. Postcards are, of course, easier for the 
organizers to handle, and there is no objection to receiv- 
ing postcards bearing a number of signatures. 

The sponsors desire to secure the 
widest expression of public opinion as 
soon as possible and sympathetic 
readers are urged to increase their 
action in support of the appeal in the 
next few days. 


NE day I suppose the philo- 

sopher-historian will write 

a dispassionate account of 
the Six Years’ War. What pat- 
tern and what purpose will he 
discern in it ? 

The blind resistance of an _ indi- 
vidualist morality to the impersonal 
imperative of machine-production 
which demands a revolution in that 
morality ? In that drama Germany 
was, perhaps, as much on the side of 
Light as of Darkness. In so far as 
Britain struggled for civil liberties 
against Germany, she was right; in 
so far as she struggled against the 
radical challenge which Germany 
offered to an obsolete economie system 
she was wrong. 

There is ambiguity in eyery simple 
moralization of the conflict; and it 
needs no extraordinary microscope to 
reveal every nation which participa- 
ted in it as of a very mingled yarn. 


American gamble 


peor the moment the USA is “on 

top of the world.” Yet what has 
happened objectively ? A_ colossal 
war-expenditure has enabled her 
greatly to increase her already vast 
productive capacity: at the same time 
she has played the leading part in 
the physical devastation of Europe. 
From the competitive point of view 
both those are useful achievements. 
Consequently, the competitive spirit 
is at its zenith in USA. 

But these achievements have been 
due to a mobilization of the illimitable 
credit of the State to purchase all 
production, which is deadly to the 
competitive spirit. State-Socialism 
has in fact created the situation out 
of which has sprung the obstinate 
conviction that it can be maintained 
and improved by the “normalcy” of 
unrestricted capitalism. 

The psychological condition of USA 
is queer. There is an element of 
desperation in the confidence of 


| Business: for it is no longer naive. It 


cannot really forget the necessity of 


Roosevelt and the New Deal, fifteen 
years ago. There is something 
characteristically American about 
this huge gamble. 


Playing to win 


MR. H. G. WELLS described the 
American scene at the end of 
1940. The most striking aspect of the 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


general make-up of USA, he then 
said, is “a hard directness of action 
that eliminates all secondary con- 
siderations.” 

“The disposition is to play games simply 
to win, to take no risks for some fancied 
“spirit of the game,’ to do whatever can be 
brought within the rules. The American’s 
national game, poker, is 0 game of hard-faced 
deception and its end is a pile of chips. He 
does not really ‘play’ at bridge; he has sub- 
merged the game under a system of informa- 
tive signals. In a fight your typical American 
does not simply hit as hard as may he 
necessary; he hits as hard as he can. In 
business he is playing a game to win.” 


Attitude to Britain 


TT.HAT is the spirit one senses in 

what The Economist (Sept. 15) 
calls “the political daredevilry” of 
the present ebullience of American 
Business, and its self-professed capa- 
city to carry the whole burden of the 
American economy. To quote Mr. 
Wells again: 

“Tt calls itself Business, and it means 
business. It cannot possibly win, but it may 
succeed in defeating the reconditioning of 
human life. It will fight not only against 
the expropriated and disinherited, but against 


the stars in their courses, which are offering | 


mankind the alternatives of world-reconstruc- 
tion or a honeless disaster. It will not hesitate 
to shoot when the time comes. The European 
triangle of (A) wealth and privilege resorting 
to (B) Fascism heeause of ita blind fear of 


(C) Socialism, may still develop itself on a | 


harsher, grimmer, more gigantic scale in the 
western world.” 


For Britain to be economicaflly 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


While no charge is made for the pam- 
phlet covering the appeal, financial” 
contributions to the cost of the whole 
campaign, which are very consider- 
able, would be cordially welcomed. 
Communications on alk matters 
should be addressed to “ Save Europe 
Now,” 144 Southampton Row, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 

Offers of voluntary help at that 
address will also be valuable. Any- 
one who can offer assistance between 
9.30 a.m, and about 8.30 p.m. should 
write at once. 

(See also leading article on page 2.) 


The New World and 
the Old 


“ A MERICA is better able to help 

Europe than we are”—that is 
the reaction of many people when 
they are asked to be ready for a con- 
tinuation of strict rationing to help 
those in greater need. 


President Truman announced on 
Monday: 


“The US Government is now in a position 
to fulfil the main requests of Europe—with 
the exception of sugar, fats and oils—from 
this date until Jan. 1, as these requests have 
been stated to it by the Governments of the 
liberated countries and by UNRRA, 


“The provision of the supplies requested 
does not mean that the civilian populations 
of Europe will reach even a minimum level 
of subsistence, and much suffering may he 
expected during the winter in certain areas 
of the Continent.” 

The problem, he declared, is pri- 
marily financial. 

The problem, we declare, is pri- 
marily one of human needs and of 
available supplies and transport. 


But America is thousands of miles 
away from it—whereas we in Britain 
live next door. A generous gesture 
by Britain would move Americans as 
nothing else could: at the least it 
would immensely strengthen the per- 
suasive power of those in USA who 
do not want their country to live in 
comparative luxury while Europe 
falls in a chaos of starvation, epi- 
demic disease and death. 


2—PEACE NEWS, September 21, 1945 


WORDS OF PEACE 
Nom 143: 


So many goodly cities ransacked 
and razed; so many nations destroyed 
and made desolate; so infinite millions 
of harmless people of all sexes, states 
and ages, massacred, ravaged and put 
to the sword; and the richest, the 
fairest and the best part of the world 
topsiturvied, ruined and defaced for 
the traffic of pearls and pepper! O 
mechanical victories, O base conquest. 

—Michael de Montaigne, “Essays” 

(Book ITI), 1588, 


ACIFISTS will, I feel sure, be in 
agreement that one of _ the 
greatest issues in the world today 
is whether several millions of men, 
women and children are going to die 
of starvation this year in Europe: 
here is a disaster of appalling dimen- 
sions and depth of horror right on top 


of us. In face of such a situation it 
would be almost grotesque to talk in 
terms of “ policy ": we must do some- 
thing now. 


The letter on the subject, published 
in the Manchester Guardian, News 


The positive to pacifism 


Chronicle and Peace News last week 
stated that there are about 8,000,000 
homeless nomads wandering about the 
areas of the provinces around Berlin. 
Eight million! Imagine for a moment 
that situation as being in London and 
the Home Counties: would we not all 
be in a fearful state of agitation, 
talking about little else, and doing 
this and that in an attempt to help, 
urging immediate action by the 
Government ? Of course we would. 

But if we are ‘“ cosmopolites,” we 
ought to be doing that now for the 
helpless and suffering in Europe: it is 


PEACE 


3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Stamford 


All correspondence on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


A time for generosity 


T another time we shall again calmly discuss the consequences 
of the invention of the atom-bomb: but, beyond any shadow 
of doubt, there is something else to be done now. And that 
is to persuade every reader of these words to do his human utmost 
to bring pressure to bear on the British Government to feed the 
stricken people of Germany during the winter. There is not a 


moment to lose. 


First, send your postcard to “Save Europe Now” (144, Southampton 
Row, W.C.1), with your name and address, saying that you are willing to 
sacrifice whatever is needed of your rations. Do that at once. Second, get 
busy among the people of your acquaintance and persuade as many as 
possible of them to do the same. Third, write to your MP—who, to do him 
justice, probably needs but little persuasion—and tell him as simply as you 
can, in your own heartfelt Janguage, what you feel about this matter. Fourth, 
talk about it to everyone you meet—to your next neighbour in the bus and 
the tube and the train. Tell him that if it is un-English to kick a man when 
he is down, it is a thousand times more un-English to starve children because 
their fathers are down. The Briton is by nature generous. 
generosity. Explain to him what is happening. 

Fifth, tackle your local parson—you may be a nonconformist, or nothing 
at all, and he an Anglican. The Anglican parson has a representative and 
undenominational function. Persuade your local ministers to join with him 
in making the feeding of the German children the theme of their sermons. 


“Tf thine enemy hunger, feed him.” 


to one of these little ones, it were better that a millstone be hanged about 
his neck and he be cast into depths in the sea.” 

There is a terrible spirit of callousness abroad in the world today. 
Because the Nazis did evil things, men believe themselves justified in doing 
even more evil things to their children. Unless we fight against this spirit 


of callousness with all the energy we 


future of the human race will be utterly intolerable. 


Against the mass-destruction 


uncondemned for six nightmare years, we must pit a deliberate act of mass- 
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Appeal to his 
“Whosoever shall become an offence 


possess, and triumph over it now, the 


which has raged unchecked and 
salvation. More depends on this effort 
than any one of us can possibly know 
or imagine. The excuses for apathy 
and indifference are gone. The war is 
over. 

The war is over. All the cruelties 
and abominations that are inflicted in 
the act of war itself will be forgotten. 
Men know themselves to be victims of 
a common disaster. Their sufferings 
leave no rankling wotind ; at worst a 
sear, but not a rankling wound. But 
the cruelties that are inflicted when 
war is over are never forgotten. 
They fester into an implacable hatred. 
For they are inhuman. 


* 


Just in the same way, an act of 
generosity after war creates a mem- 
ory that is a possession for ever. You 


have only to think of the acts of kind- 


sanctity with which they are invested 
in your memory. Only to think of 
them is to enter into that new world 
“where, everything is forgiven and it 
would be strange not to forgive.” An 
act of kindness coming from a vic- 
torious to a defeated people after war 
creates a new spring of tenderness in 
despairing hearts—a fount that will 
never fail. 

If you are a pacifist, this is the 
moment when your pacifism becomes 
in act what it always was in intention, 
the spur to the finer conscience of 
your fellow-men. If you are not, this 
is the moment when by your genero- 
sity you wipe out the horror of war. 
For both, it is the moment when the 

uman heart speaks—and acts: and 
governments obey. 


“Jacob Deshazer, a tail gunner who was 
brought down on the first Tokyo raid and tore 
tured in a Japanese prison camp, hopes to 
apend the rest of his life trying to convert 
Japanese to Christianity because of a prison 
vision in which he was told ‘Love your 
enemies.’ ’’—Daily Express, Sept. 13. 


en 


One of the New York Congressmen has 
proposed, according to Stars and Stripes, 
that COs should be used as occupation troops 
in Europe and in Japan. 


our urgent task to persuade the 
people and Government of _ this 
country immediately to send supplies 
of our food to save the starving 
millions. It is estimated that at 
least 13,000,000 of Germany’s popu- 


ness that have been done to you in pts a s 
the course of your life, and the special | Principles” which he assures us should 


lation must die before winter if noth- 
ing is done. 
Let each one of us be positive in our 
pacifism, and ACT NOW ! 
LEOPOLD HUGHMAN. 


Renounce rations 


TF, instead of thinking of the starv- 

ing hordes beyond our vision in 
Europe we could visualize one of 
these pitiful creatures lying on our 
own doorstep, turning shrunken eyes 
to us in mute appeal every time we 
-erossed the threshold of our homes, 
I am eonvinced that no-one could 
refuse to help. 

My rations would save one person 
from an _ awful, lingering death; 
yours would save another. Let all 
who realize this surrender their ration 
books to the Government by posting 
it to their MP. Two atomic bombs 
destroyed a quarter of a million; 
half a million (out of the 45 million 
Britons) would save from starvation 
half a million of our fellow-creatures 
and the atomic bombs’ evil would be 
countered by good. 

No-one need suffer (excepting in 
their fancy), for my bacon, beef, 
sugar, eggs, fats, etc., can all be re- 
placed by other things just as rich, or 
richer, in each particular vitamin or 
ealorific value. At the sacrifice of my 
taste a life could be saved; if half a 
million ration books poured in, clearly 
these rations would not be required 
and could be sent to these starving 
people. I would suggest a button for 
the coat lapel to stimulate inquiry 
and talk—perhaps_ the 


new word 
“cimota,” which is “atomic” in re- 
verse. Think it over. 
Wm. ROBERTSON. 
Glen Fruin, 
Cults, Aberdeenshire. 


Ethics and the standard 
of living 


¥ FIND Donald Port’s article of 
Aug. 31 rather disturbing. It con- 
cludes with these words: 

“ Pacifists will do well, therefore, to accept 
the benefits of managerial efficiency, rejoice 
in the wider distribution of wealth, and work 
for the recovery of the ethical principles 
which lie at the back of many of the im- 
pulses of the British Labour Party.” 


After his acceptance of the mana- 
gerial revolution and maximum 
machine output, with all the automa- 
tism which that revolution involves, 
one wonders what are the “impulses” 

ato which he refers, also the “ethical 


lie behind these impulses. 
The dominant impulses in the 
Labour Party of today, upon the pro- 
ducts of which Donald Port pours his 
exultations, are to secure a ceiling- 
less standard of living and a big: ex- 
port trade in a field of intensive 
competition which involves, among 
other things, the turning of Germany, 
and presumably Japan, out of the 
export business. This impulse is sig- 
nificantly. revealed in the fact that 
not less than 25 per cent. of the pre- 
sent Parliamentary Labour Party are 
receiving incomes from Government 
sources at the rate of from £1,500 to 
£15,000 a year. | 
Economic security and a reasonable 
standard of living are laudable ends, 
but a limitless standard of living is 
the negation of every ethical and 
spiritual principle; it is, moreover, the 
foundation of power-politics. 
WILFRED WELLOCK. 
12 Victoria Avenue, 
Quinton, Birmingham, 32. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articlea 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
n2cessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


FORUM 


for readers’ views 


Justice for war 
criminals 


"PHERE have been many cases re- 

’ ported recently, by all sections 
of the Press, of the justice meted out 
to minor Nazi war criminals. It is 


inevitable that one’s mind should 
draw comparisons between the be- 
haviour of the fighting forces 
opposed to each other in the war that 
has just ended in Europe. More and 
more people are coming to be con- 
vinced, I hope, that neither side was 
guiltless in the matter of atrocities: 
that neither side had the monopoly 
of acts of humanitarian magnanimity 
to their defeated enemy. 


In_the Daily Sketch of Aug. 29 on 
of Franz Strasser, once Nani Party ‘tentey 
in the Sudetenland, who was sentenced to 
death by hanging for the murder of an. 
American airman. The report says “he 
stood over ‘a man he had previously wounded 
and raked him from head to foot with 
machine-pistol bullets.” It was upon reading 
this that I vividly recalled an American who 
had told me with undisguised satisfaction of 
his exploits in Normandy in June of last 
year. On one occasion, being unable to obtain 
information re enemy dispositions by ortho- 
dox methods, and threats having failed, he 
ordered his helpless German prisoner to be 
stripped naked, and whilst two of his men 
pia. him down he disembowled him in cold 
ood. 


Both the Daily Sketch and my own per- 
sonally vouched for atrocity stories equally 
sicken and revolt the imagination. The para- 
doxical position is, however, that only Ger- 
man war criminals are being brought to 
justice. Marcus Aurelius has written ‘‘ from 
justice all other virtues have their existence.” 
The politicians of all nations Jead us to war. 
All enemy war criminals who have faced, or 
who have yet to face, their trial, might wel! 
ask if, since they were not responsible for 
the conflagration that enveloped the world, 
and in view of the fact that many war cri- 
minals will never have to face a human judge 
and jury, the severe treatment to be accorded 
to them is, after all, justice. 


P. F. BERRY (Pte., RAOC). 
Slave-holders 


HE letter from Stephen Hobhouse under 
this head will, I trust, receive the atten- 
tion it merits. 


Under various camouflages slavery is now 
being re-instated as a factor in European 
(even western European) life. Millions of 
men have been deprived of their living and 
property. separated from their families and 
forced into Jlabour-camps or gangs. Their 
forced labour goes to profit the victors. If 
this is not genuine slavery. after the antique 
vattern, what is it ? This is what the 
Romans did, and before them the Greeks. Did 
we think the Christian religion had ended 
all that? Not at all. Modern high policy 
is divorced completely from Christian ethics. 
and it is mere logic that, having discarded 
all precepts of talerance merey and love, it 
should now advance to slavery. 

It is fairly easy to see what looms ahead. 
Huge masses of people are to be forced down 
to a lower level of life (in an official Ameri- 
can statement it was asserted that German 
living standards would be forcibly lowered) 
and then (later) these impoverished masses 
will be made use of to bring down the stan- 
dards all over Europe, in the interest of 
finance and big business. Cheap labour and 
slave labour. ‘These are in be the coping 
stones of the new order. This can he read 
between the lines of numerous official and 
semi-official utterances of recent date. Im- 
mense loans will be flaated to start un mass 
industries, working with Inbour at ‘“ coolie’” 
standcrds. and these will conquer the markets 
for the owners of loan capital. 

M. E. Y. 


Those peaceful Tests ! 


HE most important article that has 
anpenend jin Penea Mawea for a lone 
time is ‘“‘ Tests for Pacifista”’ hv Frank 
Dawtry. Here is a pacifist who is enthusiastic 
about something other than grouns. meetings. 
Nottngham schemes and the petty prohlems 
of COs. 


Whilst I think we should need a good deal 
more leisure than Frank Dawtry  visualises 
were there more Yorkshiremen in the England 
team. how right he is to remind us that 
cricket is the stuff of life ! T rend mv Pence 
News fitfully. IT am afraid. but T have read 
Frank Dawtry again and = again. Please 
appoint Fank Dawtry as Sports Editer at 
once. What a delightful prespect unfolda as 
T prepare to wyite to the Sports Fditar to 
inform him that Robertson is already a 
greater batsman than Hutton ever was, rather 
than to John Middlete Murry to complain 
about his anti-Soviet bias! 

In the meantime, I distrihute my co™es of 
Peace News with a lighter heart. Now I 
shall get you some new readers. 

WM. E. RICHARDS, 

63, East Walk, East Barnet, Herts. 


Not an atom of peace ? 


T ia Tow some centuries since gunpowder— 

a mild and gentle exnlosive compared with 
this latest horror—was thrust upon the suf- 
fering world ; and science, during the cen- 
turies that have elansed, has made enormous 
strides. And yet nobody has yet succeeded in 
harnessing vunpowder aa the optimists would 
have us believe the latest horror is shortly 
to be harnessed as a mice, gentle. dacile ser- 
vant of mankind. 1s there any end to this 
propaganda racket ? 

0. P. CLARK. 


Fairwav. Reoadwater Green, 
Worthing. 
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Leaf from a 
Group Secretary’s 
notebook... 


i . and although the two young RAF 
chaps we met at the open-air meeting, and 
the agricultural student I pushed the pam- 
phlets on to at the Youth Hostel came ta the 
Sunday night Brains Trust on ‘‘ Planning in 
Industry ’’"—we made no real headway with 
people in the ’teens and twenties till long 
after that. We were a bit shy about asking 
them to our middle-aged group; they'd have 
been bored even if they didn’t get frostbite. 


“Our first real break came when Jack 
offered to visit the League of Youth for a talk 
en China, and Peter gave two addresses to 
the YM on the work of the Birmingham PSU. 
They met a chap and two girls who offered to 
run a stall at the India Freedom Exhibition 
and Garden Party; the next 
week they came along to Dr. 
P P.U J’s public meeting on India. 

ob Ue When we had our CO social at 
column 


the Blue Cafe they were 
there with some friends and 
‘two of the chaps got quite 
; keen. One acted as a 
special contact member for the social and 
political youth clubs, sending them a notice 
of any specially attractive meeting and visit- 
ing the Co-op. Youth Club with some litera- 
ture. Freda agreed to collate the material 
for our loca] survey and got some girls in her 
night school class to do some research on the 
kind of jobs, and the educational and recrea- 
tional facilities available to people in Colwich 
after they left school. 


‘Two of the clergy to whom we had sent 
‘War and the Child Mind’ and ‘It’s Your 
World Now" put us in touch with some senior 
members of their Bible class and a youth club 
leader, who were willing to help’ with our 
Saturday afternoon Forum and American 
Tea; we found we had the best attendance 
when there was a talk or a film first. 


“We have now eeven or eight under 
twenty-fives attached to the group, though 
they don’t attend business meetings very well 
unless they have a report to give, or some 
public action they’re keen on organizing. 
But they are always there when it’s their turn 
to sell Peace News, and they haven’t our in- 
hibitions when it comes to giving out leaflets 
or standing on a soap-box .... ” 


: * 


PPU Youth Committee seeks to combat the 
tendencies in contemporary society that would 
make young people mere cogs in either a 
military or industrial machine; ta guard them 
against cultural and social movements incon- 
sistent with Christian or liberal values: to 
publicize those aspecta of pacifism of interest 
to young people and to their teachers and 
leaders. Offers of help, requests for informa- 
tion, advice and criticism will be gladly re 
ceived and considered by the Youth Committee 
at Dick Sheppard House. 


FRANK SAYER. 


* 


The Peace News pamphlet ‘“ Are Pacifists 
Mistaken 7?" by Patrick Figgis, published last 
month, is also among recent PPU publica- 
tions for young people. It was written at the 
request of the PPU Youth Committee; capies 
are still available, price Id. 


P.P.U. members are at work 


among D.P.s 


F the twelve members of Unit 4 

of the International Voluntary 
Service for Peace, ten are also mem- 
bers of the Peace Pledge Union. The 
above picture was taken while the 
Unit was at Tilburg, Holland. It has 
since moved on to Germany, where it 
is working among Displaced Persons. 

The Dutch priest in the centre of 
the picture wrote of the Unit's stay 
at Tilburg in an article in the Red 
Cross magazine. “When the time 
came for the teams to take up jobs 
elsewhere,” he said, “we had found 
out that we had made the real sort 
of friendship with them.” 

Since then one of the members of 
the Unit (Stan Slee—fourth from 
left, back row) has written home 
about their work in Germany—“doing 
our best for a small drop in the 
mighty ocean of DPs.” 


IN CHARGE OF CAMP 


At the time he wrote they were in 
charge of a DP transit camp near 
Brunswick, which is situated near 
the “frontier” between British and 
Russian occupied territories. 

“Our camp is supposed to have a 
capacity of 3,000,” he said. “A 


a workers’ hostel attached to a near- 
by Herman Goering steel works, and 
when it was first laid out it must have 
been a very pleasant place. How- 
ever, for the last couple of months it 
has been used for German PoWs, and 
over 8,000 of them were crammed in 
here. When you consider that the 
prisoners are desperately short of 
soap, and had no brooms or cleaning 
materials for use in the camp, you 
will probably be able to imagine just 
what sort of a condition we found the 
camp in. 

“Once we get the camp straight I 
don’t think we shall find the job too 
bad, but at the moment our main job 
is supervising PoWs who have been 
lent out to us on parole to clean up 
the camp and make the necessary 
urgent repairs. We find them quite 
easy to get on with.” 

Before joining IVSP, Stan Slee was 
a member of a London PPU group. 
He is now Northern Europe IVSP 
Contact Member. 


C.0. Fellowship week 
“Keep Conscience _‘ Victorious.” 


This is the key-word of this year’s 
CO Fellowship Week, to be held 
between Oct. 20 and 27, Special leaf- 
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“HOUSMAN?S” 
P.P.U. Bookshop 
is moving 


WWE are now able to announce that 

YY afte prolonged negotiations the 
Peace Pledge Union Bookshop will 
be transferred in the autumn to 124, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2. 

The shop will be known as Hous- 
man’s. eu 
For business purposes a_ limited 
lability company has been formed 
with the following directors: Vera 
Brittain, Dennis Davis, Hugh Faus- 
set, Patrick Figgis, Henry Hilditch, 
Laurence Housman and Llewellyn 

Kiek. 

Trefor Davies will be secretary to the 
company. Geoffrey Gilbert has been 
appointed manager, with Henry 
Rutland as his assistant. John Bar- 
clay will be in charge of publicity. 
Tom Saunders will also be a mem- 
ber of the staff. , 

It is hoped that the shop will receive 
wide support from members and 
friends of the PPU. Books of all 
kinds will be sold; in particular 
those related to peace. : 

The date of removal and opening will 
be announced in Peace News later. 


John Barclay’s role 


QuUR readers will be glad to learn 

7 that John Barclay has been—to 
use a military phrase—seconded for 
part service as the Publicity Manager 
for the new bookshop, while remain- 
ing on the staff of Peace News, Ltd. 


Since the establishment of Housman’'s, Ltd., 
is mainly due to John Barclay’s original in- 
spiration and concern, it is entirely appro- 
priate that to him should be assigned the 
congenial task of kindling the enthusiasm 
and conscience of the movement to support 
it. 

His talent—more accurately, his genius— 
for such work is well known to us all. The 
warm humanity of the innumerable personal 
contacts which he has made in the course of 
years of devoted service to the PPU will give 
to many the feeling that they are personally 
implicated in the success of the bookshop: as 


indeed the whole movement should, and—I 
have no doubbt—soon will be. 
J. M. M. 
° e e 
Inside Holloway jail 
The account by Kathleen Lonsdale, D.Sc., 


of Holloway Prison, which originally appeared 
in 1943 as the main part of the Prison Medical 


— couple of days ago we had just on a|lets are being issued by the Central | Rurorm Council's pamphlet. “Prison for 
F lief k thousand, and they included _Yugo-| Board for COs (6 Endsleigh Street, | Women," has now been printed separately, 
, Ae ants fates as oa slavs, Italians, Rumanians, French, | London, W.C.1) and readers are asked | under a. oie Cpemenih fog pollewas yy 
A specialized ‘“‘Relie orker’s Vocabulary” rj 3 F; : ; (price +). e recently ang i 
in French, English, and German, is available eas Czechs, and a couple of | to help ah making local arrangements name to Prison Reform Council, and its 
(price 6d.) from the Friends’ Relief Service, We uanians. ws 4 for meetings, etc., on as ambitious a] address is now 53 Greencourt Rd., Petta 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, N.W.1. The camp was originally built as scale as possible. Wood, Kent. 
i CALLING ALL WOMEN. The LADY REQUD. Experienced pub- ASSISTANT REQUD. _in small 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS [mgtetee 6 tee? omeshtllowenip lie speaking. Resident London, nc{noral welfare children's hostel, 
omen’s roup) earnestly invite : ‘ _}| Caterham, urrey. sewk., some 
you to a meeting au niee rs “Youth cbs ue er cty OP rae pea ee ea Ree AUS Ser Oe Ly 
E READ CAREFULLY WAR RESISTERS' I at & Military Service.’” Speaker: Mrs. - ° tonsidered, pply sec., Lane ind, 
ame ‘ jwd. welcome gifts of foreren |G. M. Grindley (W.LL, Executive and| WAR RESISTERS’ International| south Nutfield. 
LATEST TIME for copy: Monday stamps for subsequent sale on behalf |C-B-C.0.), at. Bloomsbury Hse, {urgently requ. competent shthnd.- 


ublication. 
Oe ERM : Cash with order. 2d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd = pence. 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


the War 


ibadls for 


When corresponding with PN about |W.L.A. Hostel, Ross-on-Wye. 
(Blue Bearded), 4s.; 


first) IRIS 


an advertisement, quote its 
(Strong 


words, classification, and date. 
We reserve the right to hold over |5s, ; 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 


quency of continuing advertisements. | Carriage 


——————o 88 Roedean Ave., Enfield, Middx. 


f W.R.T. : 
received with gratitude. Pl. send tg;Court Rd. Und. stn.) Tues., Oct. 2,;useful but not essential. Pl. 
Re experience and 


Abbey Rd., Enfield. 
WANTED, Cine-Projector and un- 


Peace News, 3/exposed film. 9.5 m.m. 


Pinks 


Strawberries. 3s. All per 


funds. Any such gifts Bloomsbury St. 


Resisters’ International, 11) 7 P:™. 


CONTACT 
Table tennis | CLUB. 
soldier abroad. 
ships. 
Ty Fry Gdns., 


Phlox JOIN 


ss Vi 

mixed ary 
Sinkins), 68.; 
dozen. 
paid for cash with order. 


Divisions), 
(Mrs. 
WILL ANY 


PERSONAL | 

CORRESPONDENCE | 
A geatisfactory medium for Middx.* 
Tan Barton,|those desiring congenial . 
Partics., stamp, Sec., PN, 19) 
Rumney, Cardig. 


colourss! Club, 34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for 
congenial pen-friends. 

friends 
wanted knitted squares, ends of wool! 
or black-out material, p!. send them 


(nr. Tottenham |typist. Knowledge of 


stating 
requd., 


age, 
with photograph if 


iquarters, 11 Abbey Rd. 


pen-friend- 


boys), Assistant Master or 


Correspondence | free to take up duties Sept. 25 or as 
soon after as possible. Write, offer- 


jing subjects, to Box 133. 
having un- 


Peace News, write or call, 


languages 


War Resisters’ International Head. 


WANTED for Private School (170 


COMPOSITOR wtd. ky printers of|housekeeper or 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


TYPEWRITING and Duplicating 
of every description, Manuscripts, 
Enfield,|] Programmes, News _ Letters, ete. 
Mailing Service. Price List on 
applictn. Box 123. 

C.0. (25) INTER. R.1B.A., con- 
dtn, of exemption ‘‘ Humanitarian,” 
seeks work. Write Box 1381. 

WOMAN (S.R.N.) 32, healthy, 
progressive, urgently needs position 
companion; inter 
Clifford}/ested Food Reform. Would consider 


write 
salary 
possible. 


Mistress 


ACCOMMODATION cinn Nrgenily Seeded for travelling | ton Be, friatal, & wher on behalf ef Priming Cox 12b, Manor d., Stokeleongenial Christian ‘community. 

URGENTLY WTD. by C.0... wife long distances to school. | Also doll's| the War Resisters” International, will Newington, London, N.16. a YP easiel & ca ae ae 

hild: unfurnshd. cott., with or|nram. Leaney, andom Farm, ake them up into bed-cover: d Pardl\ i Bs 

Rone land. Quarter’s rent paid in|Soham, Cambs. ib garments for dispatch to friends in|, BALLETS NEGRE needs Producer, |decorating and hse, repair work in 

advance. Mason, Baylis House,| wanTED Billiard table for |Eurone. Business Manager, Decor Artiste,|N.W., W. or Central London. Esti- 
le a a or SPICELANDERS. and Maitresse de mime. Write to}mates given promptly. Bow 143. 


Slough, Bucks. 
OM ALE UNDERGRADUATE, Queen | jender, 


Mary College, desires accmdtn.,|pq_ 
reasnble. distance Stepney. Ful] or 
part board. Box 144. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
form Vegetarian Guest House for/.gn 635. 


youth club. 


Brixton. 
GENT’S 
D.B. overcoat, dark blue. gd. condtn., 
Food Re-/length 45in.. 


Also assistant voluntary 
Write Orton, 
Sept. 29, 
well-tailored — sed.-hand|end. 
suitable 16-stone per-|Digswell, Welwyn. 


Box 147. 


happy holidays or restful recupera- 


Reuni, e 
unions are! yasuka, 


interested write] CAPABLE 


Conscription Council 


for details. Your | needed. 


60 Atlantic|/Proposed in London on afternoon of doa 0.0 Warrington Cres., 


and at Spiceland at wk- 
Nov. 38-4. If 


i ‘ SHTHND.-TYPIST for 
Hilda Baldwin, Redcot, Hertford Rd.,;No 


urgently {0% west coast district. 


Apply to Joe Brayshaw, 6|2S8wered. 
latest addresa and news wd. anyway |Endsleigh -St., W.C.1. 
be welcomed by her or John Hoare, 


Lon- 


PAINTER & DECORATOR (C.0.), 
experienced, seeks employment with 
a Ilst-class firm. or builder, in south 
All inquiries 
Box 142, 

CAN ANYONE HELP young 
Friend, married, unconditional ex- 


tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow. The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock (Sha eg Ambergate: Tel. 
ergate 44). 

\TIGHTBECK Vegetarian Guest 
Hse, Underbarrow, nr. Kendal. Ac- 
ceas. Lakes, lovely country, free and 

atmosphere, children 
Write Marjorie Alferoff. 


homely wel- 


come. 


~ EDUCATIONAL 


FREEMOUNT SCHOOL, Bacton, ; 
Hereford. Individual tuition, varied 
activities, free expression, com- 
muna! home. Intelligent children 
temperamentally difficult, helped to 
balanced development in ideal sur- 
roundings. Katherine and Peter 
oung., M.A. 
YSPRAKING AND WRITING 
lessons (correspndnce. or visit) 58.; 
classea 1s. 6d. Diffident, 
and hesitant people apecially helped, 


LITERATURE, &c. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 


literature resnecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 


Friends. free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Cammittee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 


N.W.1. 


"MEETINGS, &c. 
NORTH LONDON REGION. Roy 


Walker: subject ‘Resistance in Nor- 
way" on Mon., Sept. 24, at 8 p.m. 
Adult School, Palmers Rd.. Arnos 
Grove (nr. Arnos Grove Tube stn.). 
Please make a special effort to come 
alone. 

LONTON FORUM Public Lecture. 
Ceci] Smelt: ‘‘Nihilism and Intellee- 
tual Honestv.” Sent. 24, 730 p.m. 
Alliance Hall, Palmer St.. Westmin- 


nervous, | ster. 


“THE TONA COMMUNITY.” Rev. 


also stammerers. Dorothy Matthews, George Docherty. B.D.. will enenak at 


B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 
N.W,3. PRIimrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
FINEST QUALITY BULBS. Wide 


selection available. Quotations and 
partics. fm. Haines Bros.. 6 Pensons 


Gdns., St. Ebbes, Oxford. Ra. 


Methodist Church. Hinde St.. W.1 
(behind Selfridge’s), Sat., Sent. 29 
Sessions 8 and 5.45 p.m. Fellowship 
of Reenneciliation (Landon Unian). 
SOUTHALL GROMIP. John Perry 
(Allens Sectton, F.R.S.) on ‘‘Work- 
ing among German prisoners.”’ Mon.. 
Sent, 24, 7.30 p.m.. 39 Beaconsfield 


Bedford Institute, Quaker St., E.1. 

LONELY ? Join Internationa] 
Friendship Club, 3 Tanfleld Terrace, 
Leeds, 2, to meet and correspond 
with peovle of similar tastes. 

YOU _WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H. C. Correspondence 
Club. Send s.a.e. for parties. to Sec., 
L. and H. C. C. C., 39 Reighton Rd.. 
Lendon, E.5, 


ROBERTSON: On Sept. 6, after a 


long illness. John Robertson. father 
of Alan Robertson, 867 Kilbowie 
Rd., Clydebank.—At rest. 


STUDENT of Russian, German, 
Spanish (22) would apvreciate con- 
versations in one, or all, of above. 
with another of similar age (female) 


in S.E. Essex or London area. Box 
14”. 

LAMB. Sept. 18, at Grove Rd. 
Maternity Hospital to Freda and 


Gordon Lamb, of 82 Ferndale Rd.. 
Luton. a sister (Carole Susan) for 
Christine Wendy. 
“SITUATIONS VACANT 
We cannot confirm satisfactory 
conditions of employment in all posts 
advertised. Applications in doubt are 


RESIDENT COOK, or person wil- 


ling to learn, requd. for small Prep. 


school. Comfortable happy home, 
child school age welcomed. Good 
wages; plain cooking. Rosemead 
School, 16 Mount Ephraim, Tun- 
bridge Welis. 

MALE NURSING ORDERLY 
requd. for East London hospital. 


Some nursing exp. necessary. Live 
in. Further details from C.B.C.O. 
Employment Dept., 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1. 


FEMALE CLERK requd. for 
Almoner’s dept. in a London hospital. 
Records and some visiting. Further 
details from C.B.C.0. Employment 
Dept., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


RESPONSIBLE COUPLE reaud. 
to take charge of south country 
Youth Hostel with kitchen gdn. and 
orchard during extended absence of 
present Warden. Wage or rental 
basis. Box 145. 

COMPOSITORS wtd. Opportunity 


for capable man, take charge Letter- 
press dept. Apprentice for Paper 


recommended to consult the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St. 
W.C.1.. which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 


warehouse and girls for bindery also 
requd. Managing director a C.O. 
Write Purhbrook and Eyres, 20 St. 
James’ Walk, E.C.1. 


emption, wha wishes to make con- 
tacts in south or south-west coast 
district with view to employment. 
Five yrs.’ tractor driving and genera) 
farm work. Poultry special interest. 
Driver. Journalist prior to war. 
Unfurnished acemdtn. Box 146. 

EXPERIENCED ORBOIST double. 
Alto Sax.-desires position with ist- 
elass orch. or mil.—band, where suit- 
able employment is found. OBOE, 
93 Lime Tree Ave., Coventry. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P., 
Osteopath and Naturopath. Nature 
cure treatment of disease. 

REGINALD BAILEY, N.C.P., 
Peychiatrist and Specialist in Eye 
Treatment (Bates Method), 184 Hop- 
pera Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.21. Con- 
sultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 

CUT THIS OUT. For your Social, 
House or Sunday’ School Party 
engage The Magical Entertainer. 
Victor Warner. Full partics. fm. 
Box 122. 

PROGRESSIVE YOUNG PEOPLE 
shd. join the Youth's Progressive 
Reform Mvmnt. Parties.: Roberts, 
Romary, Grindleford, Sheffield. 


4—PEACE NEWS, September 21, 1945 


THE TRAGEDY OF THE BALKANS | 


“OBSERVER” CONTINUED 


linked up with USA in its present 
mood would be quite disastrous. 
Whatever may be said officially, the 
advent of the Labour Government in 
this country has made the present 
“ governing class” of USA suspicious 
and hostile. It is not going to try to 
make things easy for us. 


Outlook for democracy 


QOCcIALISM, not Communism, is 
the way out. But Socialism 
demands a deep-rooted democratic 


tradition, and a political habit for 
which tolerance has become second 
nature. That is by no means as well- 
established in USA as in Britain. 
And, even in Britain, we do not yet 
know whether democracy can stand 
the strain of socialism. 

In Eastern Europe nothing ap- 
proaching British democracy has 
taken root. The nearest to it was 
Czecho-Slovakia: but the temper of 
Czecho-Slovakia has changed. Benesh 
and Fierlinger make shoddy  suc- 
cessors to Masaryk. Democracy (I 
fear) stands a poor chance against 
the potent influence of Russia. That 
is a tragedy: but we must accept it. 

The one place where, if other things 
were equal, it might have a chance 
is Austria. And it is worth straining 
every nerve to ensure that democracy 
is given a chance there. For Austria 
is a great centre of European civili- 
zation and culture. I am not therefore 
inclined to criticize the British 
Government for withholding recog- 
nition from Dr. Renner’s government 
till it becomes more representative— 
even though I have nothing against 
Dr. Renner himself. 


Divided countries 


OT that I think non-recognition an 
effective method. But we have no 
other; and the difficulties of estab- 
lishing democracy in Eastern Europe 
are appalling. That we have made a 
mess of things in Greece is true. But 
when a country is divided into two 
factions bent on exterminating each 
other—as the Balkan countries are— 
the only way not to make a mess of 
things is by the highly undemocratic 
method of third-party military 
government. The situation in the 
Balkans is really one of endemic civil 
war, 
A correspondent of the New States- 


man (Sept. 15) reports the spokes- 
man of the Democratic Party in 
Yugoslavia as saying to the Tito 
Government: 

“The chief trouble with all your laws is 
that there is no confidence between us. You 
do not believe that our criticism ia well- 
intentioned. and we do.not believe your 
* People’s Authority ’ will administer the laws 
tmpartially.” 


There is the tragedy. 
Europe needs a faith 


How trust is to be ereated in this 


; stricken Europe, God knows. I do 
not. 

There is a terrible heritage of blood 
and cruelty and lawlessness, weigh- 
ing like a curse upon human life. The 


mass-expulsion of the Germans from | 


the new artificial Poland is a crime 
so great as to dismay the most ob- 
stinate believer in a decent future. 
“The lights are going out all over 
Europe,” said Sir Edward Grey in 
1914. They have been going out ever 
since: thirty years of increasing 
darkness. 


The need of Europe is something to | 


believe in. The nearest thing it has 
to a religious faith is Communism. 
And that, on its totalitarian side, is 
so utterly opposed to what remains of 
the religious idea in Europe that as 
it moves westward it becomes a blight 
—corrosive, not creative, of the 
mutual trust that is required. 

One can see the remedy: in politi- 
cal terms it is democratic socialism. 
But how to create the moral energy, 
the ethical purpose “in widest com- 
monalty spread,” which is necessary 
to make democratic socialism a 
reality—that is not easy to see. 


A new incentive ? 


HAITHERTO, society has been made 

#to work by the compulsion of 
poverty. The social incentive has been 
to avoid starvation. The problem is 
how to create an effective social in- 
centive when the compulsion of 
poverty has been removed, as it has 
been removed by the Machine. 

By straight compulsion, was the 
first answer of Communism. It did 
not work. So the compulsion of 
poverty had to be introduced again— 
piece-work, Stakhanovism, the class- 
society: everything that is rightly 
anathema to the spirit of Trade 
Unionism, and the ideal of Socialism. 

So the problem remains. Are we 
really nearer to discovering a new 

(CONTD. IN NEXT COL.) 


WILL THIS MEAN WAR? 


eapitalist system was considered 
necessary to Britain, it is not because 
he believed in it more fervently than 
the others, but because he has a more 
vivid way of expressing himself. 
Thus, in the election campaign of 
1929, when warning the electors what 
would happen if a Socialist Govern- 
ment was returned, he said a Socialist 
Government would “lay its unin- 
structed hands on. our banking 
system,” and this, according to Mr. 
Churchill would be the result: 


“No equally large community has ever in 
all history depended so much upon the capi- 
talistic system as the 40 millions who live in 
Great Britain. There is no other system by 
which more than two-thirds of ‘our swarming 
population can get their daily bread.” 


In these picturesque words lies the 
whole challenge to the Labour 
Government. Can it evolve a system 
of socialism which will guarantee the 
swarming millions their daily bread, 
or must it continue to work what Mr. 
Churchill calls the capitalistic 
system ? 

There may be a middle way, but 
if so, it has not yet emerged in 
Britain. It did emerge in Germany— 
but with “‘sastrous results to that 
eountry and to Europe. | 

Britain’s choice 

But so far as our newspapers are 
concerned, I think practically all 
readers of Peace News will agree 
that the immediate alternative for 
Britain is contained in the summing 
un of two special articlés in The 
Times of Aug. 28 and 29. After 
fiving a full analysis of all the eco- 
nomic factors, the writer says that if 
America can agree to make balancing 
international payments “a future 
aim,” then accommo‘ation can be 
reached. Then the writer adds: 

“Tf not, this country may be comnelled 
reluctant!y. when this crisis has been settled 


by temporary means, as limited in their im- 
plications as possible, to look for the assurance 
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of supplies and sales in narrower trade agree- 
ments. This is the underlying choice.’ 

That sounds fairly harmless in 
itself, but in reality all the issues of 
War and Peace are involved in that 
simple declaration. For not only does 
it mean keener competition in certain 
markets—it is a challenge to the 
American way of life. 

And if readers ask what is the 
American way of life, they will only 
require to read the speeches of the 
late President Roosevelt and Mr. 
Cordeli Hull, former American 
Secretary of State. They will learn 
there that it is the free enterprise of 
the capitalistic system, so essential to 
Britain if the swarming millions of 
Britain are to get their daily bread. 

Which brings us to the questions: 
What is the capitalistic system ? 
and—Can Britain seek to work it any 
longer, even without the competition 
of America in our chosen field ? 


System in operation 

The best answer to the first ques- 
tion will be found in the speeches 
extolling capitalism in 1929. In that 
year it was assumed that the system 
was fully re-established. In its actual 
operation it consisted in what Mr. 
Baldwin called the “foreign funds 
coming to London and the foreign 
loans being raised in London.” 

What was involved in that does 
not concern us here. All we are con- 
cerned with at the moment is that if 
Britain was to get her daily bread all 
people with money were expected to 
deposit their cash in London at a 
given rate of interest, and London 
brokers lent the cash out at a higher 
rate of interest. d 

The benefits of this way of life 
were mentioned frequently. The in- 
terest payments, which were roughly 
£250 millions annually, enabled us to 
have claims on food and raw 
materials. Even at that, there were 
in the spring of 1929 no fewer than 
918,800 persons on the Poor Law. 


Following the 
man-in-the-street 
into the park 


A UNIQUE series of PPU open-air 
4% meetings has been held in| 
Wythenshawe Park, Manchester, 
during the summer months. 
Started as an experiment on a pitch | 
which had been tried and aban- | 
-doned by Common Wealth and 
Communist speakers, the meetings 


'at a recent conference 


have been directed to the potential 
“ audience ” provided by the people | 
sitting around on the grass in 
holiday clothes with picnic teas and : 
ice-creams from a nearby stall. 

Most of the speakers had a good | 
hearing, questions were put 
{usually after the meetings had 
ended) and a number of contacts 
were made. 

On one or two occasions, as many 
as 150 people “listened in ”—as 
they munched their sandwiches, en- 
joyed their ices, or simply just 
relaxed. 

Frank Robinson, Jim Withers, and 
Bill Ashmore shared the responsi- 
bility for the meetings. 


Their first open-air meeting 


The old Cotswold town of Cirencester had 
its first experience of an open-air PPU meet- 
ing on Sept. 8, when the local group met in 
the market-place. i 

A Tetbury sympathizer had generously lent 
his microphone and loudspeaker equipment, | 
which proved invaluable to the speakers. — 

Alan Mister introduced the general subject 
of ‘‘ Problems of Peacemaking” to the crowds | 
queueing for their country buses. ‘ 

Clarence Fry followed with an exhortation 
ta a spirit of local patriotism, urging that 
the departed glory of our old-world country 
towns cannot be recaptured if Britain seeks 
to dominate the world by her trade. 

Stanley Hayward made a strong plea for 
freedom of thought and. sdcial 


individual aght 
responsibility; and in a winding-up speech 
Alan Mister called attention to starving 


Europe and appealed for a spirit of unsel- 
fishness. 

Somewhat to the surprise of the local mem- 
bers, there was no opposition; neither were 
any questions asked. Colin and Elaine Rimes 
sold five dozen copies of Peace News and 


wished they had ordered more. Purchasers 
were informed that future copies may be 
obtained from the local branch of W. 
Smith. 


social incentive in this country ? Or 
even to discovezing an effective gom- 
promise between the old one and the 
new ? 

War has been the solution to the 
impasse. And war (I fear), even with 
the atom-bomb, will be the solution 
again, unless we discover a_ social 
incentive that really supersedes that 
of the acquisitive society. 


(continued from page !) 


And this brings us sharply to the 
new and completely changed situa- 
tion. For as_ matters stand today 
Britain is not a receiver of interest— 
she is being called upon to pay in- 
terest, and does not relish the task. 
Yet on every showing the USA is 
proceeding to carry out the normal 
workings of the capitalistic system. 


Our new role 


Britain wants goods, which cannot 
be paid for in exports. America says, 
all right, we will lend you the money 
to buy them. For 150 years Great 
Britain has argued that that was the 
true way of life. A letter in The 
Times on Jan. 17 of this year showed 
how it worked. The writer said that 
an export surplus of £100 millions a 
year financed by long-term lending 
at four per cent. would double itself 
within 19 years, and in 25 years 
would amount to £4,165 millions, of 
which 60 per cent. would represent 
capital and 40 per cent. interest. 

But .if the borrower is unable for 
any reason to pay the interest rates 
and the interest is added to the 
original debt at compound interest, 
then the figures, as in the case of 
New Zealand’s first loan, can become 
astronomical. For instance, in_ the 
war of 1914-18 Britain borrowed from 
the United States 4,277 million dol- 
lars. We paid back 2,024 million dol- 
lars, but in 1934 the original debt, 
with accrued interest, amounted to 
4,713,785,000 dollars. Thus, after 
paying half the debt, we still owed 
more than we originally borrowed. 

Now that is the normal working of 
the capitalistic system, and so long 
as Britain was lender, there were no 
objections. It was a good system. 
We lent money in order to buy our 
daily bread. Now we have to borrow 
to buy our daily bread. 

We are in the same position as | 
Germany was from 1918 till 1934. 
Now our newspapers are proposing 
that rather than borrow we must do 
what Hitler did. Will this mean war ? 


RESISTED NAZIS AS 
WELL AS WAR 


GOME of the experiences of paci- 
fists in the Resistance move- 
ments of France, Norway, and 


; Denmark were described by Stuart 


Morris when he spoke on the work 
of the War Resisters’ International 
in Street, 
Somerset. 

He said that news of war resisters 
was coming through from all parts 
of Europe except Russia and Spain. 


‘In many places they had been doing 


service and social work, often of a 


| hazardous nature. 


Deputation to War Office 
Mr. F. J. Bellenger, Financial 


Secretary to the War Office, last week 


‘received a deputation to diseuss the 


case of Bill Wilkins, the Brighton CO 
who received ten (reduced to five) 
years’ penal servitude for refusing 


! Army service in Italy. 


The deputation consisted of Fred Messer. 
JP. MP; A. E. Tiffin, of the Transport and 
General Workers’ Union; Fenner Brockway. 
chairman; and Joe Brayshaw, Public Rela- 
tions Officer of the Central Board for COs. 
Though the deputation was received in a 
friendly and sympathetic spirit and the dis- 
cussions lasted nearly an hour, jit is under- 
stood that the case is stil] under consideration. 
* The CO is in Wormwood Scrubs prison. 


Gerald Bailey in Ireland 


“NERALD BAILEY, Director of the 

National Peace Council, is shortly to visit 
Northern Ireland and Eire, and will speak 
on Sept. 24 at a public meeting in Belfast 
jointly organized by the PPU, the Friends 
Peace Committee, the Irish Methodist Peace 
Fellowship and the FoR. 

Gerald Bailey will address Belfast Rotary 
Club and the Ulster Quarterly Meeting of the 
Society of Friends while in Northern Ireland 
and will then to proceed to Dublin to speak 
under the auspices of Irish Friends and the 
Irish Institute of Internationa] Affairs. 


‘THE UNITED NATIONS? 
AND THE’ FUTURE PEACE 


PUBLIC CONFERENCE 
CONWAY HALL 


LONDONS WeGil 


Friday and- Saturday, 
October 5th and 6th 
Speakers and chatrmeninclude: 
Sir John Boyd Orr, M.P., G. D. H. Cole, 
Prof. David Mitrany, the Earl of Darnley, 
H Graham White, H. N.  Brailsford, 
Victor Gollancz, Henry Carter and 
Prof. Norman Bentwich 


Delegates invited from national and local 
organizations; individual visitors welcomed 
Programme and full particulars from: 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 
144 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Early application advised 


C.B.C.O. proudly presents: 
BERNARD SHAW 
. ON 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTION 


(3d.; by post 4d.) 


| Bernard Shaw’s views as they 
appeared in “ Everybody’s Poli- 
tical What’s What ?” 


C.B.C.O., 6, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


“Then I turned and lifted up 
mine eyes, and looked, and behold 


a flying roll.” (Zechariah V.) 
Do you regard death as _ ineyit- 
able ? 


The Lord God says it will be overcome 
in these latter days, through the reasons 
and conditions in the Flying Roll referred 
to in the above prophecy. 

Written at God's command by J. J. 
Jezreel, it is published in three books, 
each over 200 pages. The origin of evil is 
explained therein; and spirit, soul and 
body defined. Jesus Christ, the witness of 
immortality, is shown as possessing these 
parts, see Luke XXIV, 39. Surely such 
a book is | worth examination! Each 
volume cloth-bound 1/10d. Volzme I, 
paper-bound 1/4d. All post free from 


Cc. H. COLLINS 


17, Uplands Terrace, Greenford, Middx. 
w. 


G. KNOWLES 
39, Bromhill Road, Aberdeen. 
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